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SHRUBS FOR THE FARM HOME 
By C. C. HILLARY 
SHRUBS are of value in every garden and, when carefully chosen and properly planted in suitable positions, a collection can provide beauty 
and interest at all seasons of the year. 
In dry country gardens especially, if 
shrubs are chosen to suit the particular 
locality, it is possible to add more per-
manent beauty to the home surround-
ings than with almost any other type 
of plant. Tall shrubs are useful for 
providing shade, and other suitable 
sorts may be planted in positions where 
they will give shelter from strong winds. 
Varieties can be selected which will 
provide some flowers nearly the whole 
year round. Others are of value for 
the beauty of their foliage which may 
range through every shade of green and 
grey to deep copper and some, such as 
the acalypha and phyllanthus, through 
the more brilliant colours as well. 
LITTLE ATTENTION NEEDED 
Once they are properly established, 
most shrubs require little more t han 
annual attention. This makes them 
doubly valuable to those who have but 
limited time to devote to the care of 
their gardens. When selecting shrubs, 
future disappointments will be largely 
avoided if they are chosen to suit the 
garden—its soil and environment. To 
buy "difficult" shrubs and then en-
deavour to make the garden suit their 
requirements is an invitation to trouble 
and often a cause of much unnecessary 
and useless work. 
Soil preparation is of importance. 
Ground tha t is properly prepared a t the 
outset will give the shrubs a good s ta r t 
and a good s tar t in life is everything. 
Most shrubs grow better in loam t h a n 
in sand and, if the soil is very sandy, it 
will be found an advantage to add a 
Proportion of loam when the sites are 
being prepared. 
? P E CREPE MYRTLE, or LAGERSTROEMIA INDICA, 
"looms from December un t i l March and Is t h e 
loveliest of all our summer-f lowering sh rubs . 
Animal manure of some kind, or 
vegetable compost, should also be added 
to improve the fertility of the ground, 
and a larger feeding area will be pro-
vided for the roots if the manures are 
worked evenly through the soil to a 
depth of 18 inches or 2 feet. Bonedust, 
if available, is an excellent fertiliser for 
shrubs and the best place for it is in 
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Euphorbia pulcherrima.—This is the well-
known Poinsettia which thrives in most soils 
which are well drained and reasonably warm 
in winter. I t carries masses of scarlet in 
late autumn and winter and provides an 
attractive green background in summer. It 
responds well to hard pruning which should 
be done as soon as the scarlet bracts fall. 
(8 ft.-lO ft.). 
Hibiscus.—A widely cultivated and most 
attractive shrub which thrives in most warm 
localities. It requires a fertile soil, but grows 
as well in one of sandy type as it does in 
loam. Most kinds open their flowers in the 
morning and they are finished and closed 
by dusk. The red and pink sorts are usually 
much more vigorous than the creams and 
other light shades. Four fine varieties are: 
Agnes Gault (crimson); James Scoble, 
(apricot); Mrs. J. H. Davies (salmon pink) 
and Apple Blossom (pale pink). (6 ft.-10 ft.). 
Lagerstroemia.—This is the crepe myrtle 
and is quite the loveliest of all our summer-
flowering shrubs. I t opens its first crepe-
l'ke blossoms in December and often con-
tinues in flower until the end of March. It 
prefers a loamy soil, but does quite well in 
sandy ground which is well endowed v*** 
humus. There are several varieties, but 
thos™ tha t And most favour are: Eavesii 
(pale mauve); Lavender Beauty (deep lav-
ender) and very beautiful, Newmanii, the 
best of the reds, but not quite so free with 
its flowers; and indica (pink). The shrubs 
are deciduous and require hard pruning in 
winter. (6 ft.-lO ft.). 
Lantana.—An exceptionally hardy shrub 
which will thrive in almost any kind of soil. 
Once established, it withstands dry condi-
tions very well indeed. Useful for specimen 
shrubs and adaptable for hedges. There are 
several sorts in various colours, including 
the mauve-pink variety named Sellowiana 
which is so useful for growing over rocks, 
fences and old tree stumps. (4 ft.-10 ft.). 
/ 
Nerium or Oleander.—This is one of the 
hardiest of all shrubs. It grows well in 
sand, loam and gravel and withstands 
drought remarkably well. It makes a splendid 
specimen shrub and is rarely without flowers 
during the summer months. I t should not 
be planted close to bedroom windows since 
it has poisonous properties and dry pieces 
should never be used in kitchen stoves. (8 ft.-
10 ft.). 
Plumeria or Frangipani.—A cream and 
pink-flowered shrub with fragrant blossoms. 
It will grow well in all warm localities, but 
requires water in summer. Is as much a t 
home in sandy soil as in loam or gravel. 
Deciduous. (6 ft.-lO ft.). 
Pyracantha crenulata.—One of the best of 
the red-berried shrubs. Will grow in most 
districts and in most kinds of soil. It carries 
masses of tiny white flowers in spring and 
these are followed by red berries in autumn. 
The variety Lalandii, with orange-red ber-
ries, is equally hardy and equally beautiful. 
(6 ft.- 10 ft.). 
Rondeletia.—One of the aristocrats of 
shrubland but suitable only for the cooler 
districts. Carries an abundance of large, 
light-green foliage and bunches of a t t rac-
tive salmon-pink flowers in spring and early 
summer. Does better in partial shade and 
requires plenty of water. (5 ft.-8 ft.). 
Solatium phyllyreoides.—A rapid-growing 
shrub which carries masses of blue flowers. 
Is tolerant of a wide variety of soils and 
withstands dry conditions very well. (4 ft.-
6 ft.). 
Tamarix.—A graceful shrub which is use-
ful for dry districts. Grows as well in sand 
as in loam and produces many panicles of 
tiny pink flowers in summer. (8 ft.-12 ft.). 
i % 
| FARMERS ! 
% This is YOUR Journal , and it h a s been written, edited and presented % 
% in a s incere endeavour to give you helpful information in an interest ing 
'.-. manner . 
We would like to have your views on the Journal—to know whether 
you like i t or whether you don't. Drop a line to the editor and tell h im the 
features you like a n d don't like in this issue—or the features you hope to 
• 






Tuart trees in a park-like setting near Busselton 
—Photo by courtesy of Forests Department. 
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